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CONGRESS'  UNFINISHED  BUSINESS  AND  YOU 


Congress  has  returned  from  the  Easter  recess  and  is 
now  past  the  traditional  half-way  point  in  the  legislative 
year.  No  final  action  has  been  taken  on  most  of  the 
constructive  legislation  supported  by  the  FCNL.  This 
is  a  most  important  time  for  you  to  register  your  views 
by  writing  to  your  representatives  in  Congress.  This 
Newsletter  tells  where  important  bills  stand  now,  and 
who  will  be  making  the  decisions  determining  their  fate. 
Action  arrows  suggest  where  your  letters  are  most  im¬ 
portant.  Write  soon  on  as  many  subjects  as  you  can. 
Letters  now  are  an  even  more  effective  way  to  support 
your  beliefs  than  a  vote  in  November. 

ACTION  COMPLETED  THIS  YEAR 

To  date  the  Congress  has 

•  appropriated  $1,260,000,000  for  new  defense  expenditures 
during  fiscal  1958  over  and  above  the  $35.3  billion  appro¬ 
priated  last  year,  and  begun  to  act  on  the  many  appropriations 
bills  for  1959,  including  the  Administration’s  request  for  $39.5 
billion  for  the  Department  of  Defense; 

•  authorized  $549,670,000  to  build  emergency  defense  facili¬ 
ties  like  missile  detection  systems; 

•  raised  the  debt  limit  from  $275  to  $280  billion; 

•  created  committees  in  the  Senate  and  House  to  review  the 
United  States  space  program  and  make  recommendations; 

•  passed  an  anti-recession,  billion  dollar  housing  bill  in  an 
attempt  to  speed  home  construction; 

•  reduced  insurance  company  taxes  retroactively; 

•  authorized  a  stepped-up  Federal  road  building  program  and 
provided  a  bonus  for  states  that  restrict  billboard  advertis¬ 
ing  along  new  stretches  of  interstate  highways. 

President  Eisenhower  has  vetoed  the  farm  price  support  and 
the  rivers  and  harbors  bills  which  Congress  had  passed.  He 
appears  ready  to  make  a  major  fight  to  reorganize  the  mili¬ 
tary  establishment  to  enable  it  better  to  plan  and  wage  a  war 
which  could  destroy  us  all.  If  this  same  effort  and  thought 
could  go  into  changing  the  present  United  States  foreign  policy 
and  strengthening  the  United  Nations,  chances  for  survival 
would  be  considerably  increased. 


ATOMS  FOR  WAR 

Should  Congress  give  the  President  authority  to  give 
away  nuclear  weapons  information  and  material  to 
other  nations? 

The  President  has  requested  this  authority  in  two  bills  intro¬ 
duced  by  Senator  John  0.  Pastore  of  Rhode  Island  and  Con¬ 
gressman  Carl  T.  Durham  of  North  Carolina  (S.  3474  and 
H.R.  11426). 

Senator  Pastore’s  Subcommittee  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Atomic  Energy  has  held  weeks  of  secret  hearings  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  and  four  days  of  open  hearings.  Only  government  officials 
from  the  Departments  of  State  and  Defense  and  from  the 
Atomic  Energy  Commission  have  testified  in  favor  of  the  legis¬ 
lation.  Among  those  opposing  it  in  written  and  oral  testi¬ 
mony  were  representatives  of  the  FCNL,  Cooperative  League 
of  the  U.S.A.,  American  Veterans  Committee,  Women’s  Inter¬ 
national  League  for  Peace  and  Freedom;  James  P.  Warburg, 
Rabbi  Isidor  Hoffman  of  Columbia  University,  Brigadier  Gen¬ 
eral  Hugh  B.  Hester,  U.S.  Army  (Ret.),  and  Students  for  Dis¬ 
armament  at  Swarthmore  College.  After  two  brief  sessions  for 
public  witnesses  had  ended,  others  filed  requests  to  be  heard 
which  were  not  granted.  They  included  Norman  Cousins, 
Norman  Thomas,  Dr.  Hugh  Wolfe,  the  Federation  of  American 
Scientists,  the  Board  of  World  Peace  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  the  Brethren  Service  Commission.  Senator  Pastore  has 
reopened  the  hearings  to  hear  only  Secretary  of  State  Dulles 
and  General  Lauris  Norstad,  NATO  Commander. 

Secretary  Dulles  appearing  on  April  16  said  sharing  nuclear 
weapons  information  and  material  with  allies  is  essential  to 
avoid  the  expense  of  duplicate  development,  to  prevent  a  move 
toward  neutrality  or  non-participation  in  the  cold  war,  and  to 
strengthen  the  NATO  “shield.”  Dulles  said  this  legislation 
would  help  achieve  disarmament.  Spreading  nuclear  weapons 
to  other  nations  will  give  the  Soviet  Union  “an  incentive,  other¬ 
wise  lacking,  to  achieve  balanced  and  multi-lateral  limitation 
of  armaments,”  he  said.  He  added  that  United  States  military 
allies  would  be  more  willing  to  enter  an  agreement  to  end  test¬ 
ing  if  the  United  States  was  in  a  position  to  give  them  nuclear 
weapons  information  and  material.  Congressman  Chet  Holi- 
field  of  California  told  Secretary  Dulles  that  in  his  view  the 
bills  were  dangerous,  ill  considered,  and  “a  desperate  attempt 
to  shore  up  a  crumbling  NATO.” 

Senator  Clinton  P.  Anderson  of  New  Mexico  and  Congressman 
Holifield  stressed  that  Congress  should  help  make  any  decision 
as  to  which  countries,  if  any,  should  receive  nuclear  weapons 
information  and  material.  The  legislation  would  give  the 
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President  great  authority  to  negotiate  agreements  with  only  a 
short  30-day  period  for  congressional  action.  The  one  case  so 
far  under  this  procedure  involved  disclosure  of  information  to 
Great  Britain  about  the  nuclear  powered  submarine,  the  Nauti¬ 
lus.  In  that  case  the  Administration  rejected  the  unanimous 
recommendation  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Atomic  Energy 
because  the  30-day  period  had  expired. 

Among  the  points  made  by  Charles  C.  Price,  past  chairman 
of  the  Federation  of  American  Scientists,  in  testifying  for  the 
FCNL  were  these:  The  legislation  contradicts  the  United  States 
disarmament  position  proposed  on  August  29,  1957 ;  it  contra¬ 
dicts  the  policy  of  reaching  an  international  agreement  in  time 
to  prevent  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  countries  from  coming  into 
possession  of  these  terrible  weapons  of  destruction;  it  in¬ 
creases  the  likelihood  of  accidents  and  irresponsible  or  irra¬ 
tional  action  which  could  set  off  a  full  scale  nuclear  war;  it 
will  increase  tension  with  the  Soviet  Union,  make  disengage¬ 
ment  of  forces  in  Europe  much  more  difficult,  and  greatly  in¬ 
jure  the  United  States  position  abroad,  especially  in  neutral 
countries. 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  unfavorable  time  to  press  for 
such  legislation,  which  follows  on  the  heels  of  the  Soviet  an¬ 
nouncement  of  a  suspension  of  nuclear  weapons  tests,  and  the 
failure  of  the  United  States  to  make  any  kind  of  constructive 
response. 

^  Letters  to  members  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Atomic 
Energy  in  the  next  two  or  three  weeks  are  most  important. 
Send  letters  or  copies  to  your  two  Senators  and  your  Con¬ 
gressman,  who  will  be  voting  on  the  bills  when  they  reach 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  and  House. 


Joint  Committee  on  Atomic  Energy 

*Rep.  Carl  T.  Durham,  N.C.,  Chairman; 
*Sen.  Clinton  P.  Anderson,  N.M.,  Vice  Chairman 


Senators 

Richard  B.  Russell,  Ga. 
**John  O.  Pasture,  R.  I. 
Albert  Gore,  Tenn. 

Henry  M.  Jackson,  Wash. 
*Bourke  B.  Hickenlooper,  la. 
William  F.  Knowland,  Calif. 
*John  W.  Bricker,  Ohio 
Henry  Dworshak,  Idaho 


Representatives 

Chet  Holifield,  Calif. 
*Melvin  Price,  Ill. 

Paul  J.  Kilday,  Tex. 
Wayne  N.  Aspinall,  Colo. 
*  James  E.  Van  Zandt,  Pa. 
James  T.  Patterson,  Conn. 
Thomas  A.  Jenkins.  Ohio 
Craig  Hosmer,  Calif. 


* ‘Chairman,  ‘Member  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Agreements 
for  Cooperation  which  will  consider  the  bills  first. 


FOREIGN  AID 

W^hat  kind  of  assistance  should  the  United  States  give 

to  economically  underdeveloped  areas  of  the  world? 

Only  about  a  quarter  of  the  Administration’s  $3.9  billion  mu¬ 
tual  security  program  is  for  clearly  non-military  items.  The 
FCNL  has  advocated  separation  of  military  and  economic 
aid  programs,  greatly  expanded  economic  assistance  to  meet 
the  tremendous  world  need  and  increasing  use  of  international 
agencies  related  to  the  United  Nations  to  take  world  economic 
development  out  of  the  cold  war  context.  Copies  of  FCNL 
testimony  before  House  and  Senate  committees  will  be  sent  on 
request. 


“Whal  Is  It  WeVc  Trying  lo  Save?” 


The  Development  Loan  Fund,  technical  assistance  through  the 
United  States  and  the  UN,  refugee  relief,  the  UN  Children’s 
Fund,  and  malaria  eradication — all  these  programs  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  through  the  mutual  security  bill.  Last  year  the  cost 
of  these  programs  was  less  than  3^  of  all  military  spending, 
and  less  than  29?  of  total  Federal  appropriations.  Letters  sup¬ 
porting  the  full  amount  of  non-military  economic  aid  and  tech¬ 
nical  assistance  requested  by  the  Administration  are  urgently 
needed,  especially  since  there  is  so  much  public  misinforma¬ 
tion  and  critical  mail  about  the  constructive  non-military  side 
of  the  mutual  security  program. 

The  House  Foreign  Affairs  and  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Com¬ 
mittees  have  completed  hearings  and  after  considering  the  bills 
will  report  them  to  the  floor  for  action.  After  Congress  au¬ 
thorizes  the  program,  separate  bills  will  be  introduced  to  ap¬ 
propriate  the  money.  Hearings  before  the  House  Appropria¬ 
tions  Subcommittee  have  already  begun.  It  is  here  that  the 
greatest  cuts  are  expected. 

1^  Letters  should  be  written  to  your  two  Senators  and  your 
Congressman,  and  the  members  of  the  Subcommittee  on  For¬ 
eign  Operations  of  the  House  Appropriations  Committee: 

Otto  E.  Passman,  La.,  Chairman;  J.  Vaughan  Gary,  Va. ;  John 
J.  Rooney,  N.  Y,;  William  H,  Natcher,  Ky.;  Winfield  K.  Den¬ 
ton,  Ind.;  Hugh  0.  Alexander,  N.  C.;  George  W,  Andrews. 
Ala.;  John  Taber,  N.  Y.;  Richard  B.  Wigglesworth,  Mass.; 
Gerald  R.  Ford,  Jr.,  Mich.;  and  Edward  T.  Miller,  Md. 
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Aid  to  India 

Senators  John  Sherman  Cooper  of  Kentucky  and  John  F.  Ken¬ 
nedy  of  Massachusetts  are  urging  much  more  assistance  to 
India.  They  are  sponsoring  a  resolution  (S.  Con.  Res.  74) 
expressing  the  sense  of  Congress  that  “it  is  in  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  join  with  other  nations  in  providing  sup¬ 
port  of  the  type,  magnitude,  and  duration,  adequate  to  assist 
India  to  complete  successfully  its  current  program  for  economic 
development.”  Congressman  Emanuel  Celler  of  New  York 
offered  a  parallel  resolution  in  the  House  (H.  Con.  Res.  304). 

The  United  States  has  agreed  to  lend  India  $225  million.  Sena¬ 
tor  Cooper,  former  Ambassador  to  India,  says,  however,  that 
additional  loans  approximating  $500  million  will  be  needed 
from  the  United  States  during  the  remainder  of  India’s  second 
five-year  plan  if  it  is  to  be  successful.  He  argues  that  it  is 
essential  that  India  achieve  economic  development  by  demo¬ 
cratic,  non-violent  means.  Watchful  Asians  are  weighing 
whether  this  can  be  done  or  whether  they  must  turn  to  totali¬ 
tarian  methods  to  achieve  this  goal. 

^  The  Kennedy-Cooper  resolution  has  been  referred  to  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  for  action.  Your  letters 
supporting  S.  Con.  Res.  74  are  needed.  Members  are: 

Theodore  Francis  Green,  R.  I.,  Chairman;  J.  W.  Fulbright, 
Ark.;  John  J.  Sparkman,  Ala.;  Hubert  H.  Humphrey,  Minn.; 
Mike  Mansfield,  Mont.;  Wayne  Morse,  Ore.;  Russell  B.  Long, 
La.;  John  F.  Kennedy,  Mass.;  Alexander  Wiley,  Wis.;  H.  Alex¬ 
ander  Smith,  N.  J.;  Bourke  B.  Hickenlooper,  Iowa;  William 
Langer,  N.  D.;  William  F.  Knowland,  Calif.;  George  D.  Aiken, 
Vt.;  Homer  E.  Capehart,  Ind. 


FOREIGN  TRADE 

Should  the  reciprocal  trade  program  be  extended 

for  five  years? 

The  Administration  says,  yes.  Emile  Benoit,  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  International  Business  at  Columbia  University  Graduate 
School  of  Business,  testifying  for  the  FCNL  urged  the  full  ex¬ 
tension  of  five  years  without  crippling  amendments.  Copies 
are  available  on  request.  He  stressed  that  lower  tariffs  lead 
to  higher  real  incomes  for  the  world’s  people,  strengthen  po¬ 
litical  unity,  remove  artificial  and  unjustified  discriminatory 
barriers  between  men,  and  that  restricting  imports  cannot 
significantly  reduce  unemployment.  It  has  been  pointed  out 
that  the  reciprocal  trade  program  was  first  enacted  in  the 
depths  of  the  depression  of  the  1930’s  as  one  means  of  stim¬ 
ulating  employment. 

A  number  of  organizations  including  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  AFL-CIO,  and  the  FCNL  are  supporting  a  trade 
adjustment  program  which  would  enable  industries,  workers 
and  communities  injured  by  foreign  competition  to  change  over 
to  competitive  products  rather  than  maintaining  or  increasing 
tariff  barriers.  This  provision  is  not  in  the  Administration’s 
bill  although  many  witnesses  have  supported  it  and  several 
bills  are  pending  on  the  subject  including  H.  R.  9505  by  Her¬ 
man  P.  Eberharter  of  Pennsylvania,  H.  R.  1105  by  Harold  D. 
Donahue  of  Massachusetts,  and  S.  2907  by  Senator  John  F. 
Kennedy  of  Massachusetts. 

^  The  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  will  be  reporting 
a  bill  to  the  floor  soon.  After  House  passage  the  Senate  Finance 
Committee  and  the  Senate  will  act.  Letters  to  your  two  Sen¬ 
ators  and  your  Congressmen  are  needed  now. 


OUR  400,000  INDIAN  BROTHERS 

Should  the  United  States  terminate  Federal  super¬ 
vision  over  Indian  tribes  as  rapidly  as  possible? 

No,  say  many  Indian  groups.  Yes,  says  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  Indian  Bureau  is  currently  pur¬ 
suing  a  policy  of  withdrawing  Federal  services  from  Indians 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  encouraging  them  to  leave  their  reser¬ 
vations  for  industrial  areas,  and  discouraging  tribal  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  land  needed  to  sustain  the  economy  of  their  reserva¬ 
tions.  The  Bureau  says  it  is  acting  under  authority  of  H.  Con. 
Res.  108  passed  by  Congress  in  1953. 

But  many  Indians  are  neither  prepared  for  self-government  nor 
assimilation.  There  are  many  differences  between  whites  and 
Indians  in  terms  of  health  standards,  educational  levels,  sys¬ 
tems  of  land  ownership  and  cultural  values.  According  to  the 
Public  Health  Service,  many  Indians  “prefer  the  emotional 
security  of  the  reservation,  with  its  kinship  ties,  religious 
ceremonials,  and  freedom  from  the  disciplines  of  an  industrial 
society.” 

The  essential  need  is  for  comprehensive  planning  for  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  reservations  so  that  health  standards  can  be  raised, 
education  extended,  and  economic  opportunities  improved.  If 
this  is  done,  Indians  who  wish  to  migrate  will  be  emotionally 
and  socially  prepared  for  the  adjustment,  and  those  who  wish 
to  remain  within  the  circle  of  their  Indian  culture  will  be  able 
to  live  in  dignity. 

Here  are  some  facts  which  indicate  that  the  Administration  is 
either  intent  on  closing  down  reservations  as  rapidly  as  possible 
or  is  saving  a  few  dollars  at  the  expense  of  Indian  health  and 
welfare,  or  both: 

The  President’s  Budget  Bureau  has  refused  to  approve  any 
expansion  of  Public  Health  activities  for  Indians  in  fiscal  1959, 
although  it  is  well  known  that  Indians  bear  burdens  of  ill 
health  and  early  death  far  in  excess  of  the  population  as  a 
whole.  Requests  for  funds  for  construction  of  new  Indian 
hospitals  and  other  health  facilities  have  been  denied  by  the 
Bureau  because  of  fiscal  considerations.  Proposals  to  provide 
urgently  needed  sanitary  facilities  on  Indian  reservations  have 
been  gathering  dust  in  congressional  committee  roonis  since 
early  1956,  mainly  because  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  has  refused 
to  approve  this  program. 

The  Indian  Bureau  did  not  spend  all  of  the  -$.59  million  appro¬ 
priated  last  year  for  Indian  education  and  welfare  activities 
despite  the  urgent  need  in  these  areas.  Adult  education  (the 
median  educational  level  for  Indians  is  approximately  through 
the  fifth  grade  )  is  to  be  cut  back  in  fiscal  19.59  so  that  vocational 
training  can  he  expanded  and  the  relocation  program  stepped 
up.  The  Administration  is  also  advocating  curtailment  of  the 
road  improvement  program  on  reservations  and  decreased 
school  construction,  despite  the  fact  that  some  8.000  Indian 
children  in  the  United  States  and  Alaska  are  without  school 
facilities.  Even  the  House  Appropriations  Committee  voted  to 
give  more  funds  for  school  construction  than  the  Bureau 
requested. 

^  The  American  public  must  take  a  vigorous  position  on 
Indian  affairs  if  there  is  to  be  any  change  in  Indian  policy. 
Ask  President  Eisenhower,  your  Senators  and  Representative 
to  give  the  Public  Health  Service  enough  money  to  carry  out 
its  long-range  Indian  health  programs.  Ask  the  President  and 
members  of  Congress  to  urge  the  Indian  Bureau  to  stop  termi- 
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nating  the  reservation  system  and  to  concentrate  instead  upon 
providing  Indians  with  adequate  educational  and  economic 
opportunities  and  the  chance  to  choose  their  own  way  of  life. 
Ask  your  Congressmen  to  support  the  new  Area  Redevelopment 
Bill,  S.  3683,  which  could  open  the  way  for  truly  compre¬ 
hensive  community  development  on  Indian  reservations. 

SCHOOL  LUNCH  PROGRAM 

for  nutrition  or  price  supports? 

A  policy  of  adequate  school  lunch  nutrition  for  our  children 
would  require,  we  believe,  considerably  increased  Federal  ap¬ 
propriations  to  supplement  state  and  local  funds.  An  ideal 
program  would  be  designed  primarily  to  improve  the  health 
an'd  well  being  of  the  nation’s  childrer^  rather  than  to  serve 
as  an  outlet  for  an  agricultural  price  support  program.  For 
example.  Congresswoman  Coya  Knutson,  Minnesota,  has  pro¬ 
posed  spending  up  to  S250  million  yearly  to  furnish  each  child 
with  one  pint  of  milk  a  day.  (II.  R.  4961 ) 

The  Federal  Government  contributes  to  the  school  lunch  pro¬ 
gram  in  various  ways.  The  previous  Congress  appropriated 
SKK)  million  for  the  school  lunch  program  plus  allocating  S69 
million  to  the  milk  program.  In  addition,  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  giving  the  schools  an  estimated  S76  million  of 
surplus  commodities.  This  is  S56  million  less  than  in  19.37 
when  the  Government  bought  beef,  pork,  turkeys  and  eggs  under 
the  price  support  program  and  gave  these  commodities  to  the 
schools. 

This  drop  put  great  pressure  upon  the  schools  which  are 
caught  between  rising  costs,  rising  school  enrollments,  and 
increasing  requests  for  free  lunches  for  children  of  the  unem¬ 
ployed.  As  a  result,  many  schools  have  raised  prices,  and  in 
some  instances  have  priced  the  children  in  greatest  need  right 
out  of  the  program. 

I’nder  the  present  school  lunch-milk  program,  touching  about 
10.8  million  of  the  country’s  estimated  36.7  million  school 
children,  the  Federal  Government’s  cash  contribution  varies 
from  year  to  year  but  is  now  less  than  22'^f  of  cost.  It  has 
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not  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  program  or  of  the  school 
population.  The  Federal  allocation  for  lunches  has  decreased 
from  nearly  9^  per  meal  in  fiscal  1947  to  4.3^  per  meal  in  1958. 

IN  BRIEF 

We  urge  your  support  of  the  following: 

•  Senator  A.  S.  Mike  Monroney’s  resolution  (S.  Res.  264) 
to  create  an  International  Development  Association  for  mak¬ 
ing  loans  on  more  liberal  terms  than  the  World  Bank.  (Letters 
should  be  addressed  to  members  of  the  Senate  Banking  and 
Currency  Committee.) 

•  H.  R.  11033  by  Rep.  Michael  A.  Feighan  to  regularize  the 
status  of  32,000  Hungarian  refugees  now  in  this  country  on 

temporary  permits.  ( Letters  should  be  sent  to  your  Repre¬ 
sentative  and  Senators.) 

•  H.  R.  7999  by  Rep.  Leo  W.  O’Brien  to  ^rant  statehood  to 
Alaska.  (Letters  to  your  Representative  and  Senators.) 

•  H.  R.  11912  by  Rep.  Abraham  J.  Multer  to  abolish  the  death 
penalty  for  Federal  crimes.  (Write  Emanuel  Celler,  Chair¬ 
man,  House  Judiciary  Committee,  urging  hearings.) 

•  S.  Res.  17  to  amend  Senate  Rule  XXI I  to  permit  limitation 
of  debate  by  two-thirds  of  those  present  and  voting  two  days 

after  a  petition  has  been  submitted  by  16  Senators,  or  by  a 
majority  of  the  Senate  membership  after  15  days.  (Write  your 
Senators. ) 

•  Provisions  for  extending  the  authority  for  disaster  relief 
and  for  increasing  the  exchange  of  persons  in  the  Senate- 

passed  agricultural  bill.  This  bill,  which  extends  the  agri¬ 
cultural  surplus  act,  P.L.  480,  is  now  before  the  House  agri¬ 
culture  Committee.  (Write  your  Representative.) 
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